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Cumbria Vernacular
Buildings Group

The study of "home grown" buildings in Cumbria, made for a parficular
purpose from materials to hand. using local skills and fraditions,

ENCLOSED
=  Membership card or subscription renewal reminder

= Vemacular Architecture Group [VAG) flyer
1. Second AGM and walk around Hawkshead and Colthouse.
20 September, 2014 Walk led by Vicky Slowe

The second Annual General Meeting was held in Hawkshead Market
Hall at 11.00 am. Thity-one members wers present. Thanks wers
recorded to the committee, for their work during the year, fo members
who have given talks or led visits and fo house awners whose hames we
have examined,

June Hall, Chairman, gave a summary of the first full year of CVBG,
outlining the original aims, which, with support fromm members and
committee, we hove managed to fulfil. More recording of buildings is
required, and this will be addressed in the New Year, with fraining days
for those wiling to be involved. All events in the past twelve months
have been attended by at least cne third of the membership — an
excellent response, considering the size of the county and distances
travelled,



A short progress report on plans for the VAG conference in Cumbria,
July 2015, followed. 17 members of CVBG also belong to VAG. {See
fiyer.)

Finally, CVBG draft programme of events for 2015 was discussad and
will be confirrmed and circulated by the end of this year.

Treasurer  Mike Kingsbury gave the financial staternent  and
membership numbers, Subscripfions are cumenily covering expenses
and evenis are largely self-financing. We have minimal out-goings,
almost all of the work of running the group being voluntary. The only
charges are for printing, postage and stationery, There are subscriptions
to VAG as an affiiated group and fo the Brtish Associofion for Local
History, which insures our activities. The website costs very fittle to
maintain,

We had a surplus of just under £400 for the year ending 31 July 2014 at
which fime we had 105 members. A number of members have not wvet
renewed - a renewal form is enclosed if this is the case. Flease complete
and send this to the Treasurer,

Officers and committee were elected to serve until September 2015,
See bock page.

Roofscape, Hawkshead (photograph by Ray Mewton)




After a delicious buffet lunch prepared by Lisa Woodhouse of Howe
Farm, Vicky Slowe led the walk round Hawkshead. A former market
town, its streets are more like alley ways., Clusters of Buildings — houses,
cottages, former workshiops and inns, seem fo jostle for space below the
church of 5t Michael, a parish church since 1578, the exterior of which
was formerly whitewashed, as the interior sfill s, The walls and pillars
reidin (restored) paintings, in the form of decorative cartouches with
biblical quotations, and frompe 'oell mauldings.

The Sandys Chapel, of the family of Archbishop Sandys of York, is
dated 1578, a useful reference for the moulding round the external narth
door into the chapel,

Below the church, the former Grammor School founded by Archbishop
sandys in 1585, was aftended by Wiliam Wordsworth. We |ater sow the
house of Anne Tyson, where Wordsworth spent time as a schoolboy.

Balcony in Methadist Chapel (photograph by Mike Turner)

The Methodist Chapel, converted from an earfier house in 1842, is
tucked into a corner between other buildings. The bright interior has a
gallery with balustrade - again, a useful reference for dating stairs.

The Market Hall where we held the AGM shows clear stages of
development from the eentral section with three arches in the lower



storey, originally open, now blocked. Built in 1790 by Webster of Kendal,
possibly to a design by John Carmr of York, it is therefore in the “polife”,
rather than the vernacular category of architecture. The exitensions af
both ends were added in 1887, It nevertheless makes a handsome focus
to the main square.

The alleyways have interesting nomes e.g. flag Street, from the stone
flags which cover the siream flowing undemeath, and Leather, Rag and
Futty Lane. Many buildings, now houses and holiday cottages, were
ance craft workshops or inns.  Because of the reshricted sites, external
corners of lower storeys were rounded, allowing horse-drawn fraffic to
turn more easily. Above, jetties and corbek allow upper storeys greater
floor space. Many buildings are heavily rendered, hiding changes, e.g.,
blocked windows and straight joints, making them difficult fo “read".
There are hints that some structural timber lies under the render and
maybe some of the overhanging projections are walled-in galieries
[somefimes refered to as “spinning galleries”). More investigation is
needed,

Wool and sheep played a significant port in Hawkshead's past
prosperity from ai least monastic times. The narow access points into
the town could easily be gated, fo keep flocks in.

The walk to Colthouse led to a group of farmhouses and cottages, and
an early Quaker Meeling House. Built in 1688, it pre-dates the Act of
Tolerafion, 1489. It was preceded by the burial ground nearby, where
the first Quakers met in the open air, sitting on stone benches still in sifu —
again, an unusual survival. Colthouse revealed several interesting details
— a bread oven at Lamb Cottage, an rron gate lafch on a long handle
which could be operated by a person on horseback. a double mounting
block and a wall of verfical slates round a pigsty, complete with a
hinged gate made from a single slate.

2. Gleaston Mill and Furness Villages.
& August, 2014 Led by Dan Elsworth

Gleaston water corn mill last worked in the 1940s ond has been
restored by our members Mike and Vicky Brereton who explained its
history and features. The stone mill under a slate roof is built into a bank.
A bock entrance to the middle floor enables loads of com to be
delivered by wagon at a higher level than the road. Mill machinery and



three pairs of grind stones remain in position. The wheel is in place and
indoors, the com-drying kiln with its perdorated tile floor can be viewad.

The ‘Dusfy Miller' café, on site, provided a delicious sandwich lunch,
before we set oft with Dan fo explore the vilages of fthe Furness
Peninsular.  Highlights included - 5, Duke Street, Gleaston, which has a
datesione, 1686, and the initials A C, mullioned windows and hood
moulds. The rendered walls could be concedling other features,
suggesting that a closer look would be rewarding.

In Stainton viloge the Oid Hall stands out, a tall building, two storeys
plus attic, with an enormous external chimney stack on a side wall. This Is
wvsvally g sign of an early hearth. Again, rendered walls disguise
structure.  The adjoining house has mulioned windows and various
datestones over doors show that work was done in the 1450s.

The Cld Hall, Stainton (photogragh by June Hall)




The Urswicks, Great and Little, provided much of interest, pariicularly
Glebe House, which we were invited info by the owner, Cath Whalley
(Dan's former teacherl). A ceniral-entry, two -unit house, with return stair
projection, it is full of vernacular features — bread oven, wooden
mullicned window, timber parition wall, parlour fireploce dated 1729,
bressumer beam, blocked fire window and many dates and initials. This
house deserves 1o be recorded. Altogether, the buildings of the Furness
Peninsular invite further investigation.
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Woaodern mulioned window in Glebe House
(phatograph by June Hall)

3. Crosby Garrett and Musgrave Tithe Barns.
5 July, 2014 Led by Mike Lea, Peter Messenger and John Dunning

John Dunning and his family welcomed the Cumbria Vemacular
Building Group [CVBG] to Crosby Garrelt Tithe Barn on a fine summer's
morning. The Barn is close to the old Rectory and lies al the foot of a
steep knoll that dominates the village, on the summit of which stands the
church. John gave us a detailed and fascinating history of the parish



and Rectory, its former Rectors and the importance of fithes and its tithe
barn.

The tithe barm is an imporfant historic building that records an
important part of the history of the parish and region, over more than
three centuries. It is also in its construction and design a very elegant
building of its pericd, with ils considerable height and abundance of
ventilation slifs, its concealed abutment and L-shaped dual loft access.
The barn was renovated in 2004 with financial support from DEFRA. The
work included stabilising and repairing the walls that have moved and
rerocfing the barn with its original Westmorland slate. The building was
restored to its original layout using eriginal materials as appropriate. The
building is now available for community use.

Peler Messenger then described the architectural complexities of the
Tithe Barn, before members investigated the building for themselves,
Various ideas about the development of the barn were explored and
Peter has written a full account of these in an arlicle which is now
available on the CVBG websiie.

Crosby Garreit Tithe Bam

After thanking John, Sarah and her daughter Alice for their hospitality
[and cakes] the group reluctantly left Crosby Gamett to drive to Great
Musgrave. Just beyond the magnificent 1825 Musgrave Bridge over the
River Eden, we lurned into Musgrave Church Field for coffee and biscuills
provided by Barbara Dowson and Kate Lea,



Mike Lea infroduced Musgrave Church Field Trust, a charily formed in
2004 to buy the Field and buildings from the Diocese of Carlisle for the
local community. The Field and Barn are used for community activities
and for school visits by local pre-school, primary and secondary pupits.
The Tithe Barn was restored in 2013 with generous financial support from
Natural England (through a Higher Level Stewardship Agreement), local
charities, historic buildings Trusts and the Heritage Loftery Fund (HLF).

Mike stressed that the context of buildings was very important,
including their sumoundings, history and present-day use. The histary of
the Field was fascinating because it shows the influence of natienal
evenls on local aoffairs and, In a few cases, the links from the Field up o
national and even international events. These stories bring the site alive
(and are good for grant applications!).

Peter Messenger had advised the Trust on the restoration and guided
the group round the restored barn. The barn had been a threshing barn
and was rebuilt on earlier medieval foundations in the 1740s. Attached
to the barn was a small byre for some 9 catlle, with an old granary aver
it. A new stable block was built in 1937, A full description of the barn
and ifs development is given In the article on the CVBG website,

Tim Wells is an expert on the use of lime in oid buildings and gave a
hands-on demonstration of lime putty, lime mortar and some new ime
insulation which he has developed.

Musgrove Stabiles, Byre and Tithe Barn, and §t. Theobald's
Church




Great Musgrave is one of 5 villages that siill hold Rushbearing
ceremonies in Cumbria (the others are nearby Warcop, Ambleside,
Grasmere and Urswick). Joy Thompson told us about the history of St.
Theobald's Church, next to Musgrave Church Field. The CVBG group
waiched o splendid procession of girls with crowns of flowers and boys
with rush crosses from the village through the Field to a service in the
church. This year there was an important diversion as rushes were strawn
by the children on the earth fioor in the Tithe Barn, recreating the frue
tradition from olden fimes.

So ended an excellent day, with an emphasis on buildings, history and
tradition in a modem context.

An orlicle on Crosby Gameft and Musgrave Tithe Barns by John
Bunning, Peter Massenger and Mike Lea, with many photographs, plans
and detailed discussions is available on the CVEG website.,

A 20 page full colour booklet, Musgrave Church Field and Tithe Barn is
available @£4 from Mike Lea (mikejlea@gmail.com, 017683 42353), or the
Old Bookshop, 22 Market §q. Kirkby Stephen.
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Forthcoming events

Wednesday 8 October, Ryedale Folk Museum, Hutton le Hole,
MNorth Yorkshire. Meet af Museumn, 11.00 am. £7 to Mike
Kingsbury. There is still fime 1o join this event. Own transport and
packed lunch or eat locally. The best collection of vernacular
buildings in the north, furnished in period. from medieval to 20t
century.

Saturday 15 November, Study Day, Friends hMeeting House,
Cockermouth, 10.00 - 4.00. £15.00, including buffet lunch. The
Great Rebuild, how thorough was it? Booking form and
programme will be sent in late October, by e-mail.

Wednesday, 10 December, Christmas Lunch, Beech House, West
Curthwaite, near Thursby. £25.00. Presentalion by Ivan Day,
tood historian, Booking as above.

Other nolices

Our member Kevin llingwerth will give o talk 1o Bwecrass
Historical Society, on Manday 27 October, af Bentham Town Hall
(just over the county boundary. near Ingleton), 7.30. Vernacular
Buildings in and around Craven. £3. Details from Edward
Huddleston, 015242 41553,

Regional Heritage Centre, Lancaster University. The programme
of study days to May 2015 i available on the website,
www . lancaster.ac.uk/rhe

CVBG winter newsletter will be posted in the last week of
December, o avoid the Christmas post, Your confributions are
welcome - a phatograph, query, observation, drawing, or the
like.

VAG 2015 Conference, 8 - 11 July, Newton Rigg College, Penrith.
Preparations are in hand for this national event which CVEG is
organising. CVBG is offiioted o VAG. Members of CVBG are
welcome to join all or part of the programme, if there is spoce.
Fees apply. Conference details to be enclosed with the winter
newsletter,



Buildings in Urswick - round chimney, mullioned window, etc.
{photograph by June Hall)
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The deadline for cantributions to the winter newsietter is 15 December
2014,
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Members af Haowkshead (photograph by David Shore)
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